STATE  COUNCIL  OF  CIVIL  DEFEI"'  5 

main  Capitol  building 

HARRISBURG , PENNSY LVANIA 


STATE  LIBRARY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


3 0144  00581485  0 


5 


Novenber  22 , 1 95b 

INFORMATION  CIRCULAR  NO,  55 
(NOT  FOR  PUBLIC  RELEaSE) 

TENTATIVE  PLANS  FOR  ATOMIC  MELONS  TEST 

PART  I - GENERAL  INFORMATION 

1.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  has  recently  been  notified 
of  tentative  plans  covering  a special  atonic  weapons  test  scheduled  to  be 
held  at  the  Nevada  Proving  Ground  of  the  United  States  atomic  Energy  Commis- 
sion. According  to  these  highly  tentative  plans,  a limited  number  of  State, 
county  and  local  government  officials,  as  well  as  civil  defense  officials 
and  workers,  will  be  provided  an  opportunity  either  to  participate  in,  or  to 
observe,  an  atomic  weapons  test,  which  possibly  may  be  held  in  March  of  1955. 

2.  Under  the  tentative  plans  referred  to  in  Paragraph  1,  immediately 
above,  Pennsylvania  will  be  permitted  test  representation  by  a six-member 
"field  exercise  team"  which  actively  will  participate  in  the  proposed  test. 

This  team  must  be  composed  of  county  and  local  civil  defense  workers  well 
trained  in  and  actually  practicing  their  respective  civil  defense  specialties. 
It  is  tentatively  scheduled  to  include: 

(a)  One  regular  (i.e.  paid  or  professional  and  not  volunteer) 

fireman 

(b)  One  male  litter  bearer 

(c)  One  male  rescue  worker  (trained  either  at  Federal  Civil  Defense 

Administration's  Olney  Center  or  the  State  Council's  Ogontz 
Center) 

(d)  One  civil  defense  auxiliary  policewoman 

(e)  One  structural  survey  engineer 

(f)  One  warden  (male  or  female) 

Each  individual  selected  to  serve  as  a member  of  the  "field  exercise  team" 
must  be  in  position  to  certify  both  to  the  fact  that  he,  or  she,  is  a citizen 
of  the  United  States  and  to  the  fact  that  he,  or  she,  is  in  "good  physical 
condition" . 


3.  According  to  tentative  plans,  members  of  the  "field  exercise 
team"  will  participate  with  similar  teams  from  other  states  in  simulated  "post- 
attack operations"  centered  around  a group  of  buildings  scheduled  to  be 
included  in  the  test.  a11  team  members  will  be  quartered  at  the  Mercury  Field 


- 2 - 


Headquarters  of  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  located  on  the  edge  of  the 
Proving  Ground  and  roughly  60  miles  from  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  There  they  will 
undergo  special  training  in  advance  of  the  test.  For  this  reason,  all  members 
must  be  in  position  to  remain  at  Mercury  for  an  indeterminable  period  estimated 
to  be  from  seven  (7)  to  fifteen  {]£)  days  in  duration. 

h.  In  addition  to  members  of  the  "field  exercise  team",  special 
test  invitations  will  be  extended  by  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  administration 
to  a limited  number  of  Pennsylvania  officials  and  citizens.  In  addition  to 
the  Governor,  these  will  include  one  official  or  private  individual  (civil 
defense  officials  excluded)  from  each  of  the  State's  "critical  target  area 
principal  cities"  as  listed  by  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  administration. 

These  cities  are:  ^llentown,  Bethlehem,  Chester,  Erie,  Lancaster,  McKeesport, 

Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Pleading,  '/ilkes-Barre  and  York. 

5>.  Jill  individuals  to  whom  special  test  invitations  are  extended 
by  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  administration  will  be  furnished  full  details 
concerning  accommodations  and  other  essentials  by  the  Federal  Civil  Defense 
.idminis  tr  at  ion . 

6.  In  addition  to  members  of  the  "field  exercise  team"  and  specially 
invited  guests,  Pennsylvania,  according  to  tentative  plans,  also  will  be 
allowed  test  representation  by  a limited  number  of  "official  observers". 

These  observers  will  include  Commoni-iealth  Officials,  representatives  of  the 
State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  Civil  Defense  Directors  of  the  "critical 
target  area  principal  cities"  listed  in  Paragraph  h,  above,  and  other  indivi- 
duals including  County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors. 

7.  Official  observers  will  be  quartered  in  commercial  accommoda- 
tions in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  during  the  period  of  the  test  operations.  They 
must  be  in  position  to  remain  in  Las  Vegas  for  an  indeterminable  period 
estimated  to  be  from  six  (6)  to  twelve  (12)  days  in  duration. 
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8.  All  tentative  test  arrangements  and  regulations  enumerated  in 
Paragraphs  2 through  7*  above,  have  been  promulgated  by  the  federal  Civil 
Defense  Administration,  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  has  no  authority 
to  make  changes  therein, 

PART  II  - ACTIOrJ  REQUESTED 

9.  In  line  with  the  facts  set  forth  in  Paragraphs  2 and  Z>  above. 
County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  officials  are  invited  to  nominate  qualified 
members  of  their  respective  organizations  to  serve  as  members  of  Pennsyl- 
vania’s tentatively  planned  "field  exercise  team".  Directors  may  nominate 
one  (1)  individual  for  each,  any  or  all  of  the  six  positions  listed  in  Para- 
graph 2,  above, 

10.  All  nominations  for  membership  in  the  planned  "field  exercise 
team"  must  be  submitted  to  the  State  Director  of  Civil  Defense  in  letter  form 
prior  to  Wednesday,  December  15,  1 95U.  They  must  contain  each  nominee's  full 
name,  mailing  address,  age,  and  civil  defense  title,  together  with  a brief 
statement  concerning  his,  or  her,  civil  defense  training  and  experience. 

1].,  In  line  with  the  facts  set  forth  in  Paragraph  1,  above.  Civil 
Defense  Directors  of  the  Cities  of  Allentown,  Bethlehem,  Chester,  Erie, 
Lancaster,  McKeesport,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Reading,  Hikes -Barre  and 
York  are  invited  to  offer  suggestions  concerning  city  officials,  or  residents, 
to  whom  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  may  wish  to  extend  special 
test  invitations.  These  suggestions  should  be  limited,  in  the  case  of  each 
city,  to  one  (l)  individual  who  has  demonstrated  outstanding  interest  in  the 
city  civil  defense  program  and  is  believed  to  be  in  position  to  accept  such 
invitation. 


12.  Suggestions  of  the  type  solicited  in  Paragraph  11,  immediately 


above,  should  be  submitted  to  the 
form  prior  to  Wednesday,  December 


State  Director  of  Civil  Defense  in  letter 
15,  195h«  Each  must  contain  the  suggested 


individual's  full  name  and  mailing  address,  together  with  a brief  statement 
concerning  his,  or  her,  civil  defense  activities. 


- k - 


13.  In  line  with  the  facts  set  forth  in  Paragraph  6,  above,  Civil 
Defense  Directors  of  the  Cities  of  -illentown,  Bethlehem,  Chester,  Erie, 
Lancaster,  McKeesport,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Reading,  Wilkes-Barre  and 
York  are  requested  to  notify  the  State  Director  of  Civil  Defense  by  letter 
prior  to  Wednesday,  December  15>,  195k,  whether  or  not  he,  or  she,  will  be 
in  position  to  witness  the  planned  test  as  an  official  observer.  In  the 
event  that  the  City  Director  is  not  in  position  to  serve  as  observer,  he, 
or  she,  may  nominate  a key  member  of  the  city  civil  defense  organization  to 
serve  as  alternate  observer  for  the  City.  Should  the  City  Director  fail  to 
notify  the  State  Director  of  his  ability  to  witness  the  test  and  should  he, 
or  she,  fail  to  nominate  an  alternate,  it  will  be  assumed  that  the  City 
does  not  desire  representation  at  the  test. 

lU.  County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  who  desire  and  are  in 
position  to  attend  the  planned  test  as  official  observers  (Paragraph  6, 
above)  are  requested  to  notify  the  State  Director  of  the  fact  by  letter  prior 
to  Wednesday,  December  15,  195k. 

P-JtT  III  - EXPENSES 

15,  Each  individual  attending  the  tentatively  planned  atomic  weapons 
test  as  a member  of  the  proposed  "field  exercise  team",  as  specially  invited 
guest  or  as  "official  observer"  will  have  to  make  his,  or  her,  own  arrange- 
ments covering  all  personal  expenses  involved.  These  necessarily  will 
include  expenditures  for  transportation,  lodging,  meals  and  related  incidentals. 
Except  in  the  case  of  Federal  and  State  officials  and  employees,  neither  the 
Federal  nor  the  State  Government  is  in  position  to  contribute  in  any  way 
towards  expenditures  required  on  the  part  of  test  participants,  guests  or 
observers. 

16.  assuming  transportation  to  and  from  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  is  by 
commercial  carrier,  the  estimated  total  of  "reasonable"  expenditures  required 
for  test  attendance  is  from  five-hundred-fifty  ( ?550.00)  to  eight-hundred 


( i>800  • 00 ) dollars 


<. 


■ 


' 
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PART  IV  - RELATED  INFORMATION 

17.  The  facts  presented  in  paragraphs  1 through  16,  above,  represent 
a summary  of  all  essential  information  concerning  tentative  plans  for  the 
proposed  test  which  currently  are  available  to  the  State  Council  of  Civil  De- 
fense. The  Council  does  not  now  know  exactly  how  many  Pennsylvanians  in  each 
category  finally  may  be  granted  permission  to  participate  in,  or  witness,  the 
proposed  test.  .JL1  concerned  will,  however,  promptly  be  provided  with  addi- 
tional information  as  made  available  to  the  Council. 


test  is  admittedly  meagre,  all  concerned  are  urged  strictly  to  adhere  to  the 
December  15,  195U,  date  relating  to  filing  of  nominations,  gu^st  suggestions 
and  indications  of  desire  to  witness  the  test  in  question.  Because  of  the 
time  required  for  various  types  of  "security  clearances"  and  for  numerous 
other  advance  arrangements,  the  names  of  all  proposed  test  participants, 
guests  and  observers  must  be  submitted  to  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  administra- 
tion by  the  State  Director  of  Civil  Defense  by  December  20,  19 5U. 


extensive  revision  and  possible  cancellation,  it  is  requested  that  County  and 
Local  Civil  Defense  officials  and  other  individuals  directly  concerned  release 
no  information  concerning  the  proposed  test  to  pr^ss,  radio,  television  or 
other  news  sources.  J 


13.  While  currently  available  information  concerning  the  proposed 


19.  Since  current  test  plans  are  highly  tentative  and  subject  to 


Richard  Gerstell 
Director  of  Civil  Defense 
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